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AeAtio TUuTIOL

J0G OVOKOWWVOUHE META AUTING TwG AdPBape €domoinon amd TNV aoTUVOUIX Yl OPLOTIKO
KAEloWOo €vOG amo Toug TOAXLOTEPOUG XWPOUG TIPOCEVXNG OTNV TIPWTEVOUOQ, KAT €VTOAR TOU
uTtoupyeiov Taudeiog kot BpNoKEVUATWY. Agv LTIAPEE KAULX SLATTPAYUATEVCN HPE TO UTIOUPYELD
TIPOKELPEVOL Va Bpebel pia ikavotmonTikA AVon yla 6Aoug, Topd dlatayn Yo dueco kAsiowo. O
Xwpog Tou ovopddletal AN AvtdAoug (Avdoiouoia) Ppioketal oto Apdve Tou Mepald amod To
1989 kat PLAo&evel KATOLKOVC, ETILOKETITEG KL TOUPLOTEG TOU ALLOVIOU. Agv UTINPEE TIOTE AUTEG TLG
OEKAETIEG KAVEVA TIOPATIOVO 1) TIPOPANUA, KOL TIOAAX VTOKIUAVTEP KOl OUVEVTEVEELG EYLVOV EKEL
Twpa ot Tiotol kadovvTtal va TtpooguxnNBoUv padika eKTOG Metpatd.

H MouoovApaviky ‘Evwon EANGS0G mavtote aywviotnke ywx tnv  Opatdtnta  Twv
MovuoouvApdvwy Kat Tng MNpooguxng, Bewpovpe OTL N ATMOSOXN KAl AVAYVWPELON TIPOAXYEL TNV
KOWWVIQ, YL OUTO TILOTEVOUUE TIWG QUTO TO OTPOCOOKNTO KAEIOWO €ival piot cupPoAtkn Tpaén
™G TMOATelag TIOL OTOXEVEL OTNV KOTATIEON TNG OPNOKEVTIKNG EKPPOONG OTaV ouTr Oev
TIPOEPXETAL QMO TNV €TKpaTovoo Bpnokeia. To yeyovog elval OTL n TPOOELXN TWV
MouoouvApdvwy dev otapatd, ol Tiiotol Ba e§akoAouBroouv va TIPOCEVXOVTAL E(TE OE YVWOTO
dnNuoolo €ite 0g AyvwoTo WWTIKO Xwpo. OL apxeg Ba empeme va evBappUVOLV TNV OpaTH
Aatpeia avti va kAelvouv SNUO@IAEIC XWPOUG TIOU PUOLOAOYIKA Ba avTikataoTtaBouv armo
OLWTIKOUG XWPOUG. AUTH N TIPOKTIKN KAVEL TOUG TILOTOVG SUOTILOTOUE QTEVAVTL OTO KPATOG KOl
oUTO paG avnouxel BaBd. H oxéon eumiotoolvng OV XTICOHUE OTIO KOWVOU OAX QUTA T XPOVIX
Ba avtikataotabel amd koxumoWior Kot quTO eV TIHA T TOOA XPOVIA KOANG CUVEPYATIOG TIOV
QTEPEPE PNSEVIKA TIPOBAAATA OTNV KOWWVIAL.

AvtidapBavopaote SuoTuxwg OTL oL MOUGOUAPAVOL OTTEXOUV TIOAU Ao TNV LOOTNTA OTO VOO
KOl TNV Kolvwvia.

ABnva 23 louviov 2020
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Press Release

We are sad to announce that we received a closing order for one the oldest praying halls of the
capital, an order delivered by the police and decided by the ministry of education and religions,
without any chance of negotiating with the ministry that demands closing. This place called Al
Andalus is located in Piraeus port since 1989 and has hosted both residents of the largest port in
Greece, but also visitors and tourists. Never had a complaint for operating, on the contrary many
documentaries and interviews took place inside. Now whoever needs to pray must move to
another area out of Piraeus.

The Muslim Association of Greece is always struggling for visibility of the Muslims and their
practices; we believe that acceptance and recognition is evolving the society, that is why we
consider this unexpected closing as a symbolic act on behalf of the government that wants to
suppress the religious expression when it is not coming from the predominant religion. The fact is
that Muslims will keep praying, either in a known public place either in private. The goal from the
authorities should be to encourage the visible practice instead of closing down popular prayer
places that will be naturally replaced by unknown private ones. This new situation is making the
faithful ones reluctant with the state, something that worries us deeply. The trust relationship will
be replaced with suspicion and this is not honoring the previous years of good cooperation that
brought zero problems in the society.

We sadly understand that the Muslims are far from reaching equality in law and society.

Athens, June 23, 2020
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